NATIONALINSTITUTES OF HEALTH
LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAMS

Instruction Guide for Extramural LRP Applicants

For the application cycle opening on September 1, 2026
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IMPORTANT LRP APPLICATION UPDATES

The following changes take effect when applying for an FY 2027 LRP award.
(Application Period: September 1 to November 19, 2026)

New NIH Biographical Sketch Requirement

Starting on September 1, 2026, the NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form will be required for LRP.
Applicants and their mentors must complete the forms in SciENcv, obtain an ORCID iD, and complete
all parts (including the NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement form) in order to certify and download a
PDF copy, before uploading the PDF to the LRP application in ASSIST. More information is available on
the Biographical Sketch Common Form page.

Updates to LRP Subcategories

The Clinical Researchers from Disadvantaged Backgrounds (L32), Contraception & Infertility Research
(L50), or Health Disparities Research (L60) subcategories have been discontinued for FY 2027.
Additionally, the Facilitating Opportunities in Cutting-edge Science (FOCUS, L70) subcategory replaces
the former Research in Emerging Areas Critical to Human Health (REACH) subcategory.

When selecting a subcategory, note that FOCUS awards are tailored to individual NIH Institute or
Center (IC) priorities, which can limit an application’s consideration by other ICs. If your research
qualifies for Clinical Research (L30) or Pediatric Research (L40), you should weigh that flexibility before
selecting L70.

Use the decision guide below to select a subcategory for your FY 2027 application:

e Apply or renew under Clinical Research (L30) if you conduct patient-oriented clinical research
with human subjects or research on disease in human populations involving material of
human origin for which an investigator or colleague directly interacts with human subjects.

o Apply or renew under Pediatric Research (L40) if you conduct research directly related to
disease, disorders and other conditions in children, including pediatric pharmacological
research. Pediatric research does not need to involve human subjects.

e Apply or renew under FOCUS (L70) if your research fits a FOCUS research area for an NIH IC.
Review the FOCUS research areas before selecting an IC. Current L70 awardees may renew
under FOCUS, provided their research aligns with an IC’s FOCUS research area.

e Contact an LRP Program Officer if you are unsure which subcategory fits your research.
Program Officers can confirm whether your work matches a FOCUS area and suggest
alternative subcategories or ICs if appropriate.
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PRE-APPLICATION CHECKLIST FOR EXTRAMURAL LRP APPLICANTS

The NIH Loan Repayment Programs (LRPs) employs the NIH Application Submission System & Interface
for Submission Tracking (ASSIST) to facilitate the online submission of your LRP application. The LRP
application collects information that will allow NIH to determine your overall eligibility and suitability
for an LRP award. The LRP application period opens on September 1 each year. You are strongly
encouraged to review and complete the checklist below prior to starting your application. Doing so will
greatly streamline the application process and allow you to make a timely submission.

O

oo

OO

Obtain an NIH Commons ID (if you do not have one already) and confirm that your Commons
account has a Principal Investigator (Pl) role affiliated with your current institution. Your
institution’s grants office can assist with your Commons ID, roles and affiliation.

Read all eligibility information and ensure that you qualify for the NIH LRP.

Read the information for each of the three Extramural LRP subcategories and determine
which one best matches your research.

Read the Institute & Center (IC) Mission Statement and Interest Areas and contact the

LRP program officer to discuss your research and suitability for the NIH LRPs. Select 1-2 ICs
that best match with your research interests.

Talk to your Mentor/Research Supervisor about your LRP application and ask for their NIH
Commons ID. Your mentor will be asked to submit a reference letter. If you receive an award,
your Research Supervisor will be asked to verify your quarterly service obligation.

Identify your Referees. Contact a minimum of 3, but no more than 5 individuals, and request
them to submit a reference letter on your behalf. If you have a mentor, your mentor is
required to be one of your referees.

Identify and contact a Business Official at your Institution and ask for their NIlH Commons ID.
Business officials are authorized to certify your protected research time and confirm your
status as a U.S. citizen.

Draft your Research Documents. Detailed explanations of the documents you will submit as
part of your application can be found in the Research Information section of the
Instruction Guide.

Identify your research funding sources.

When the LRP application opens in ASSIST on September 1, log on, complete, and submit
your LRP Application prior to November 19, 2026.

If you have questions about your LRP application, email the LRP Information Center at Irp@nih.gov.
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GENERAL

This guide will provide detailed instructions, information, and assistance as you complete your LRP
application.

INITIATE LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Itis your responsibility, as the applicant, to read and understand the eligibility requirements prior to
starting an LRP application.

Award Type:
Select “New” if you meet at least one of the following conditions:
e You never received an LRP award before;
e Youreceived an LRP award, but your most recent LRP award ended before June 1, 2024; or

Select “Renewal” if you meet the following condition:
e Your most recent Extramural LRP award ended after June 1, 2024.

LRP Subcategory:
Select one LRP subcategory from the drop-down list.

Mentored Research Scientist or Independent Investigator:
Select “Mentored Researcher” if one or more of the items listed below apply to you:
e Youreceive early-stage awards, training awards, or funding that lists a mentor or supervisor;
e Your research is partially funded by another investigator's grant(s);
e Yourresearch is conducted entirely in another investigator's assigned space;
e Youare not allowed to apply as the PD/Plof an NIH research grant (e.g., RO1, a
subproject leader on a Program Project (P01) or Center Grant (P50));
e You lack other rights and privileges of faculty, such as attendance at faculty meetings; and/or
e You are receiving support and protected time from a fellowship or career development award.

Select “Independent Researcher” if one or more of the items listed below apply to you:

e Youare eligible to apply forindependent research funding as the PD/PI of a Federal or
non- Federal research grant.

e You have a full-time faculty position;

e You received a start-up package for support of your independent research;

e You have research space dedicated to your own research;

e Youmay be the responsible supervisor for graduate students, and/or hire technical support
or postdoctoral fellows.

Organization:
Select your organization from the drop-down list of institutions affiliated with your Commons ID.

Changing LRP Subcategories (Actions menu):

This feature will allow you to change the options you selected on the Initiate Loan Repayment
Application screen (Award Type, LRP Subcategory, Independent/Mentored status). Updating your
selections may result in the loss of your application data.
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Initiate Application and Welcome Email:

After you click the "Initiate Application" button, you will receive an email titled “Welcome to the NIH Loan
Repayment Programs (LRP)” at the email address associated with your Commons account. This email
includes important information, such as instructions on how reference letters can be submitted in support
of your LRP application. It's important to confirm that you have received this email, as future
communications—including those about colleague support and application submission confirmation—will
be sent from the same address (era-notify@mail.nih.gov).

If you do not receive the welcome email within 24 hours of initiating your application, please check your
spam folder or firewall settings. You can verify or update your email address in the Name & ID section of
your Commons Personal Profile.

SUMMARY

Once you save your selections on the Initiate Loan Repayment Program Application screen, the Summary tab
will be displayed on your screen. This tab provides information regarding your application, such as:

Application Identifier:
Make a note of this system-generated number. If you leave your application before you submit it, you
can use this number to find the application the next time you log into ASSIST.

Application Project Title:
This field will be populated with your Research Project Title when you complete the field in the Research
Information tab.

Application Close Date:
This is the deadline for you to submit your application. All supporting documentation (reference letters,
mentor letter, and IBO certification) must be submitted by this date as well.

Applicant Name:
Your name will be listed here.

Organization:

Your research organization will be listed here. This is pre-populated based on the organization you selected on
the first screen when you initiated your LRP application. You must be at this organization at the start of the
LRP contract (July 1, 2027).

Status:

This is the status of your LRP application. It will show as a Work in Progress while you work on your
application. You can confirm that your application was successfully submitted when the status is showing as
Submitted. Read the Application Submission section on pages 20-21 of this guide to learn more about the
process to submit your application.
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APPLICATION DATA

Award Type:
New or Renewal based on the selection made on the Initiate LRP Application screen.

LRP:
Extramural

LRP Subcategory:
Displays the LRP subcategory to which you are applying.

Award Length:

Extramural LRP awards have contract periods that begin on July 1 following the application deadline. All
new awards are two years in length. If you are applying for a renewal award, you may choose either a one-or
two-year award. The NIH IC that funds your application will make final determination on the length of your
renewal award.

Mentored Research Scientist or Independent Investigator:
Will show your selection from the Initiate LRP Application screen.

Preferred IC:

Select one NIH IC from the drop-down list that you want to review your application. The Center for
Scientific Review (CSR) is responsible for reviewing the science in your application and they make the review
assignment for each application. In most cases, they will honor your request, but they still hold the final
decision.

Preferred IC (Secondary Choice):
You may select one additional NIH IC for secondary review assignment from the drop-down list. No
secondary assignments can be selected for Contraception and Infertility Research.

Not Preferred IC:
You may select one NIH IC to which you do not wish your application to be assigned for review.

Eligibility Questions:

Answer all questions in the ‘Eligibility’ tab by selecting either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ in the corresponding buttons
before clicking the submit button. Completing this section is not a guarantee of eligibility. Additionally, the
NIH LRP application process is competitive, and submission of an application is not a guarantee of an
award.
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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Several fields may be prepopulated with information from your Commons personal profile. The Division
of Loan Repayment (DLR) will use the contact information in your Commons personal profile for LRP-
related communications. If you need to update your information, you should update your personal profile
in your Commons account.

NIH Commons ID:
This was pre-populated based onthe Commons account you logged infor this application.

ORCIDiD:

Enter your ORCID iD. As of September 1, 2026, an ORCID iD is required to complete the NIH Common Form
Biographical Sketch through SciENcv. If you do not yet have an ORCID iD, register for one at the ORCID website
before submitting your application.

Name:

Enter your current legal first, middle (optional) and last name as it appears on your U.S. Passport, driver’s
license, or state issued identification. The name you enter here will be used to validate your electronic
signatures before you submit your application.

Name (Other):
Enter a secondary name such as a maiden name or a different name that you use for professional purposes.

Work E-mail:
Enter your work email address.

Confirm Work E-mail:
For validation purposes, you are required to re-enter your work email address.

Other E-mail:

Enter your personal email address. We will use this email address in case you leave your research institution,
and we need to send important information (e.g., tax forms) after that transition.

U.S./Non-U.S.:
Select the appropriate button to indicate whether your primary mailing address is U.S. or foreign.

Home Address Line 1:
Enter your street address.

Home Address Line 2:
Enter apartment, suite, or condo number or other additional mailing information.

City:
Enter your mailing address city.

State:
Select your mailing address state from the drop-down list.
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Zip Code:
Enter your mailing address zip code.

Country:
If you chose Non-U.S. above, enter your mailing address country from the drop-down list.

Work Phone:
Enter your work phone number.

Ext.:
Enter your work phone extension, if applicable.

Home Phone:
Enter your home phone number.

Cell Phone:
Enter your cell phone number.

Preferred Contact:
Indicate which phone number you would prefer to be reached at from the drop-down list.

Date of Birth:
Enter your date of birth.

Sex:
Select the appropriate radio button.

Race:
Select the appropriate checkbox(es). You may select more than one.

Ethnicity:
Select the appropriate radio button.

Disability Status:
Select the appropriate radio button.

How did you learn about the LRP?

Select applicable checkbox (es) from the list. You may make multiple selections from the list. If you select more
than one, you will be asked to select how you initially heard about the LRPs.
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COLLEAGUE INFORMATION

Here you will enter information for your Primary Mentor (if applicable), Research Supervisor, and
Institutional Business Official (IBO). The mentor section will appear on the page only if you are applying as
a mentored research scientist.

IMPORTANT! You should complete the Colleague Information section as early as possible since your
Primary Mentor (if applicable) and Institutional Business Official (IBO) will receive an email with
instructions to complete their action(s) as soon as all fields on this tab are completed and saved. DLR will not
contact your referees, so you must reach out to them individually. Read below for more information about
requesting reference letters.

Note for Mentored Researchers: Your mentor must serve as one of the required referees. Please advise your
mentor that they will receive instructions via an email from NIH on how to identify themselves as your
designated LRP mentor when submitting their reference letter in support of your application.

Reference Letters: A minimum of three, but no more than five reference letters may be submitted in
support of your LRP application. To request a reference letter please direct your letter writer (referee) to
the LRP Reference Letter Portal. You must provide your referees with your NIH Commons ID, which will be
used by your referee to enable the system to connect the letter, upon its submission, to your LRP
application. All referees will receive a confirmation email when they submit their reference letters. You will
also receive a confirmation email each time a reference letter is submitted on your behalf. You can track
any submitted reference letter under the Status section in your Commons account.

MENTORED RESEARCHERS - PRIMARY MENTOR

(If you selected Independent Researcher, this section will not appear on your screen.) Mentored
Researchers must designate someone as their LRP primary mentor. A mentor is an accomplished and
trusted advisor who teaches or gives help and advice to a less experienced researcher. Often, an applicant’s
primary mentor and research supervisor are the same individual, though in some specific cases they are
two different individuals. The individual you identify as your mentor will receive an email from the NIH LRPs
with instructions on how to submit their Reference letter as the LRP mentor and certifies your protected
research time and research documents. Although some applicants have mentoring teams, you should
identify a single individual who will serve as your primary mentor in this section.

Primary Mentor NIH Commons ID:
Enter your primary mentor’s NIH Commons ID. Click on the Populate fields from Credentials button to fill
the section with your primary mentor’s information (organization, name, and email address).

Primary Mentor Organization:

Displays the organization of your mentor’s most recent affiliation in Commons. Your primary mentor is not
required to be at your organization.

Primary Mentor Name:
Displays your mentor’s name as listed in their Commons profile.
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Primary Mentor Email:

Displays your mentor’s email address as listed in their Commons profile. If the displayed email address is
outdated, you may update this field to show your mentor’s current email address to ensure your mentor
receives the email with instructions. However, you should let your mentor know that they need to update
the email address in their Commons profile.

Primary Mentor Position Title:
Enter your primary mentor’s job title.

Primary Mentor’s NIH Biosketch:
You must obtain a copy of your primary mentor’s NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form and upload it here.

Optional Additional NIH Biosketch:
If you have a mentoring team, a co-mentor, or a key recommender; you may upload the NIH Biographical
Sketch Common Form of this individual here. You may upload only one additional Biographical Sketch.

RESEARCH SUPERVISOR

Regardless of whether you are applying as a mentored researcher or an independent researcher, you must
complete the Research Supervisor section. A research supervisor is someone who will perform the
administrative function of confirming to NIH that you are meeting the terms and conditions of your LRP
Contract on a quarterly basis. Your research supervisor must be employed at your organization.

Research Supervisor NIH Commons ID:
Enter your research supervisor’s NIH Commons ID. Click on the Populate fields from Credentials button to fill
the section with your research supervisor’s information (organization, name, and email address).

Research Supervisor Organization:

Displays the organization of your supervisor’s most recent affiliation in Commons. Your supervisor must be at
the same organization where you will be employed during your LRP award period. Your supervisor may have
multiple affiliations in Commons and you should confirm that your affiliations match.

Research Supervisor Name:
Displays your supervisor’s name as listed in their Commons profile.

Research Supervisor Email:

Displays your supervisor’s email address as listed in their Commons profile. If the displayed email address is
outdated, you may update this field to show your supervisor’s current email address. However, you should
let your supervisor know that they need to update the email address in their Commons profile.

Research Supervisor Position Title:
Enteryour supervisor’s job title.
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INSTITUTIONAL BUSINESS OFFICIAL (IBO)

Your IBO certifies three things to NIH on your behalf: your salary, your U.S. citizenship status, and that
your organization will protect dedicated research time for the duration of your award. You must identify
someone at your organization who is authorized to sign on the organization’s behalf, such as a HR specialist,
department administrator, or department head.

IBO NIH Commons ID:
Enter your IBO’s NIH Commons ID. Click on the Populate fields from Credentials button to fill the section
with your IBO’s information (organization, name, and email address).

IBO Organization:
This field is populated with the organization you selected on the Initiate LRP Application screen.

IBO Name:
Displays your IBO’s name as listed in their Commons profile.

IBO Email Address:
Displays your IBO’s email address as listed in their Commons profile.

EMPLOYMENT AND AFFILIATION

Complete this section by entering information about your employer and your academic affiliation (if
applicable). You must list the organization at which you will be conducting research during the LRP
contract period, starting July 1. If there is a change in your employment after you submit your application,
you may submit a change of institution (COI) during the application cycle up until January

31. Follow the instructions below.

Your employer/organization must be a domestic, nonprofit organization to meet NIH LRP eligibility
requirements. If you are employed by or receive support from a for-profit organization, you are not eligible
for the NIH LRPs.

Employment Organization:
Select the appropriate radio button. See additional instructions below regarding your selection of either a
university or hospital, clinic, or other type of organization.

State:
Select the U.S. state where the organization is located.

Zip/Postal Code:
Enter the zip code of the mailing address of the organization.

University or Hospital/Clinic/Other Organizations:

Organizations located in the state selected above will be available in the drop-down menu. If you do not see
your Institution in the drop-down, select “other” at the bottom of the menu and manually enter your
institution. Enter all additional organizational information, if applicable.
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Position Title:
Select your title from the drop-down list. If you do not see your title among the choices provided, select
“Other,” and enter your position title in the free form box.

Annual Salary:
Enter your current compensation. The amount entered will be confirmed with a business official at your
organization.

Start Date:
Enter the month and year of the date your employment started (or will start) with your organization in the
following format MM/DD/YYYY.

ACADEMIC AFFILIATION

Individuals primarily employed by hospitals, clinics, or other nonprofit organizations will often also have an
academic affiliation with a university or academic institution. If you hold an academic appointment in
addition to being employed by a hospital, clinic, or other nonprofit organization, the details of that
appointment should be entered in the space provided.

State:
Select the U.S. state where your academic affiliation is located from the drop-down list.

Zip Code:
Enter the zip code of the mailing address of the academic affiliation.

University:

Universities located in the state selected will be available in the drop-down menu. If you do not see your
university in the drop-down, select “other” at the bottom of the menu and manual enter your University.
Enter all additional institutional information, if applicable.

Position Title:
Select your title with the academic affiliation from the drop-down list. If you do not see your title among the
choices provided, select “Other,” and enter your position title in the free form box.

Start Date:
Enter the month and year of the date your employment started (or will start) with your organization in the
following format MM/DD/YYYY.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Provide information about your academic and training history, including conferred degrees and post-
doctoral fellowships. In general, the Extramural LRP requires applicants to hold an M.D., Ph.D., or
equivalent doctoral-level degree; however, certain ICs may designate specific master’s level professions as
a qualifying FOCUS area. Thoroughly review the LRP website and any IC-specific guidance before applying.
If you do not currently hold a qualifying degree, but anticipate it to be conferred before the start of your
LRP award, you may still be eligible to apply. In this case, enter your expected degree date in the
appropriate field below.
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

You must enter at least one qualifying degree by clicking the “Add New Entry” button. Once you have
entered your qualifying degree, you may enter as many additional degrees as you wish by clicking the “Add
New Entry” button.

Education:

Select your degree from among the choices by clicking on the radio buttons. Enter the conferring
institution, select the degree year from the drop-down menus, add specialty, and add subspeciality. If the
entry is complete, press “Save and Add.”

RESIDENCY INFORMATION

If you have completed a residency, enter in the information by clicking the “Add Residency” button. You may
enter more than one residency. If you have already entered an education and you need to add a residency,
please press “View” on the specific education entry you wish to edit, then press “Edit” to adjust the entry
or enter a residency.

Conferring Institution:
Enter the university, academic institution, or organization where you completed your residency.

Start Date:
Enter the start date of your residency.

End Date:
Enter the end date of your residency.

Percent of Time Spent on Research:
Enter the amount of time you spent conducting research as a percentage, 0-100, as a whole number.

Specialty:
Enter your area of specialty study.

Subspecialty:
Enter your area of subspecialty study, if applicable.

POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP

To add a post-doctoral fellowship press “Edit” on the Education and Training menu and you will be able to
select “Add New Entry” in the Postdoctoral Fellowship Information section. If you are currentlyina
fellowship, please enter the expected completion date. You may enter more than one fellowship.

Conferring Institution:
Enter the university, academic institution, or organization where you completed your fellowship.

Start Date:
Enter the start date of your fellowship.
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End Date:
Enter the end date of your fellowship.

Percent of Time Spent on Research:
Enter in the amount of time you spent conducting research as a percentage, 0-100, as whole number.

Specialty:
Enter your area of specialty study.

Subspecialty:
Enter your area of subspecialty study, if applicable.

RESEARCH INFORMATION

The Research Information tab of the LRP Application requires you to develop and submit several research-
related documents as it relates to your LRP application. You are encouraged to read all instructions for
formatting instructions, as it is your responsibility to comply with all stated page limits and format
requirements.

Mentored Researchers should develop research-related documents collaboratively with their research
mentor. NIH expects that your mentor is sufficiently knowledgeable about the final submitted documents for
certification purposes. You should work closely with your mentor to produce these documents prior to
submission. Independent Researchers are expected to develop research-related documents without the
assistance of a research mentor, though a third party may proofread these documents.

Research Project Title:
Enter the title of your research project, using up to 200 characters. If pasting text into the fixed field, be sure
that all text is captured and correct. Once your application is submitted, your title cannot be edited.

Project Abstract:

In the space provided, please provide a summary or abstract of your research project, using up to 2,000
characters. If pasting text into the fixed field, be sure that all text is captured and correct. Once submitted,
your abstract cannot be edited.

Upload Research Project/Activities:

Page Limit: Eight (8) pages

Include your name, employer, title of research project, and date at the top of the first page of the
document. Describe the research activities you will pursue over the course of the LRP award and your
specific role and responsibilities. The plan should include: specific hypothesis/hypotheses and/or a list of the
specific aims and/or objectives that will be pursued; a description of the methods/approaches/techniques
to be used for each aim, and an analytic plan to be used on the data generated by your approach.
Literature citations, images, and bibliography are included in the eight (8) page limit.

Itisimportant to relate the research plan to your scientific career goals. Describe how the research, coupled

with other developmental activities, will provide the experience, knowledge, and skills necessary to
achieve the objectives of your career development plan.
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Research Environment:

Page Limit: One (1) page

Describe your institution’s scientific environment and how it will contribute to the probability of your
success during your LRP award (e.g., institutional support, physical resources, intellectual rapport,
availability of other experts, etc.). In describing the scientific environment in which the research will be
conducted, discuss ways in which the research will benefit from unique features of the scientific
environment and any useful collaborative arrangements.

Note for Mentored Researchers, also describe institutional investment in your success, e.g., resources for
classes, travel, and training, etc. and financial support such as protected time for research with salary
support.

Research Accomplishments (Renewal Applications Only):

Page Limit: Two (2) pages

Describe your research accomplishments as they occurred under your first LRP award and subsequent
renewal awards (if any). If you experienced "time breaks" between LRP awards, the accomplishments
statement should include research progress made during those time breaks. Your research
accomplishments should emphasize the progress made toward the achievement of your specific aims as
described in your research plan. Explain any significant changes to the specific aims and any new
directions including changes to the specific aims that may have occurred during the LRP award(s) period.

Career Development Plan (Independent Researchers Only):

Page Limit: Two (2) pages

Describe your career development plan and explain how this plan will foster the development of your

career in research. This description should include not only your research, but also other developmental
activities, such as grant submissions, seminars, scientific meetings, training in the responsible conduct of
research, presentations, etc.

Training and Mentoring Plan (Mentored Researchers Only):

Page Limit: Two (2) pages

Describe your research training program and mentoring plan and explain how this plan will foster the
development of your research career. Provide a description of developmental activities, such as grant
submissions, involvement in activities such as journal clubs, professional groups, conferences, or seminars,
etc. Also, specify the types of training interactions, training mechanisms to be used, research methods and
scientific techniques to be learned. Describe how your mentor will contribute to your training program and
their prior experience as a mentor of other investigators. Additionally, the nature and extent of supervision
should be discussed as they will occur during the award period. If another laboratory staff member will be
involved in your mentoring program, provide their name and describe their degree of involvement.

NIH Biosketch:

Submit your Biographical Sketch Common Form here. You must use SciENcv, a tool used to develop and
automatically format biosketches according to NIH requirements, to create your Biographical Sketch
Common Form. Unlike the legacy NIH Biosketch Format page that has a 5-page limit, the Biographical Sketch
Common Form does not have a hard page limit. Instead, the length is controlled through the SciENcv data
entry format.
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Personal Statement:

Page Limit: One (1) page

Describe why you are a strong candidate for an LRP award and your potential to succeed as an
independent researcher. Relevant factors may include: your previous research training and/or previous
experimental work; your short and long-term academic and research objectives; any relevant
academic/professional achievements or honors; any research project support awards; and any significant
contributions to science.

LOAN INFORMATION (NEW APPLICANTS ONLY)

(If you are applying for a renewal award, this tab will be intentionally blank.) New applicants must list their
educational loans in this section. It is important to note that not all educational loans are eligible for
repayment by the NIH LRPs. For example, foreign loans are not eligible for repayment. Please refer to the
loan eligibility section on the LRP website. If you enter an ineligible loan in this section, it will be removed
from your loan portfolio. All the information necessary to complete this section should be available on your
student loan account statement(s). At least one loan must be entered, but you should enter all the loans you
wish to be considered for repayment by the LRP.

Loans from the same loan servicing agent and of the same loan type should be combined into a single entry
(e.g., MOHELA, Stafford). To begin, click the “Add New Entry” button.

Name of Lending Institution/Servicing Agent:
Select the Lending Institution or Servicing Agent from the drop-down list. If you do not see your lender, select

“Other”.

Other:
If “Other” is selected above, enter the name of the Lending Institution/Servicing Agent in the free form box.

Loan Type:
Select the loan type from the drop-down list. If you do not find the loan type that matches your loan type,

select “Other”.

Other:
If “Other” is selected above, enter the loan type in the free form box.

Loan Origin:
Select the “U.S.” or “Non-U.S.” radio button to signify whether your loan originated in the United States.

Original Loan Amount:
Enter the amount you borrowed at the time the loan was initiated. Loans from the same lender, servicer,
and of the same loan type should be combined into a single entry.

Current Balance:

Enter your current loan balance as it appears on your statement. Loans from the same lender, servicer, and
of the same loan type should be combined into a single entry.

Loan Status:
Select your loan status from the drop-down list.
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RESEARCH FUNDING INFORMATION

Detail your research funding in this section. Your research must be funded by a domestic nonprofit entity
to be eligible for the NIH LRP. Funding sources may include NIH grants; grants from other federal, state, or
local entities; and non-profit organizations. Your research may also be supported by start-up funds or the
salary you receive from your nonprofit employer. You may have more than one funding source in some
combination of the above. In the checkboxes at the top of the page, select all funding sources that apply.

NIH GRANT SUPPORT
List all NIH Grant Support you receive by clicking the “Add New Entry” button.

Type of Award:
Select the type of award from the drop-down list.

Other:
If you selected “Other” in the drop-down list above, specify the type of award in the free form box.

NIH Award/Application Number:
Enter the full project number as it appears in NIH RePORTER.

Award Status:
Select the award status from the drop-down list.

Total Award Amount:
Enter the total award amount.

Start Date of Award:
Enter the start date (may be a future date) of the award.

End Date of Award:
Enter the end date of the award.

Are you a PI/Co-PI on this Grant?
Select the appropriate radio button.

Does this award support your LRP-eligible project?
Select the appropriate radio button.

OTHER GOVERNMENT RESEARCH FUNDING (NOT FROM NIH)
List any other support you receive from governmental entities by clicking the “Add New Entry” button. These
may be federal, state, or local funding grants.

Type of Organization:
Select the type of organization from the drop-down list.

Organization Name:
Enter the organization’s name.
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Award Status:
Select the award status from the drop-down list.

Title of Project:
Enter the project title.

Total Award Amount:
Enter the total award amount.

Start Date of Award:

Enter the start date (may be a future date) of the award.

End Date of Award:
Enter the end date of the award.

Are you a PI/Co-PI on this Grant?
Select the appropriate radio button.

Does this award support your LRP-eligible project?
Select the appropriate radio button.

OTHER NONPROFIT RESEARCH FUNDING (NOT FROM NIH)

List any other support you receive from nonprofit organizations by clicking the “Add New Entry” button.

Type of Organization:
Select the type of organization from the drop-down list.

Organization Name:
Enter the organization name.

Award Status:
Select the award status from the drop-down list.

Title of Project:
Enter the project title.

Total Award Amount:
Enter the total award amount.

Start Date of Award:

Enter the start date (may be a future date) of the award.

End Date of Award:
Enter the end date of the award.

Are you a P1/Co-PI on this Grant?
Select the appropriate radio button.
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Does this award support your LRP-eligible project?
Select the appropriate radio button.

CERTIFICATIONS

On the ‘Certifications’ tab, you will be required to complete checkboxes to indicate that you have read the
Certifications for Online Applications and your NIH Loan Repayment Program Contract. Completing these
checkboxes serves as your signature on these documents.

Certifications for Online Applications:
Read all statements listed in this section and check the box next to each statement to signify your consent.
You will enter your name as an electronic signature on the form.

NIH Loan Repayment Programs Contract:
Read the NIH Loan Repayment Programs Contract in its entirety and check the box next to the statement
to signify your consent. You will enter your name as an electronic signature on the contract.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Once you have completed all sections of the LRP application, look at the left-side navigation options on the
left side of the screen. Each Actions button is described below. Please review them carefully as your
application will not be submitted until you complete this process.

Preview Application:

Click on the Preview Application button to download a PDF version of your application so you can look it
over to make sure it is correct. Once downloaded, you can save and print the PDF. It is very important
that you closely check to ensure that all the documents uploaded are correct as you will not be able to
update these documents after you submit your application.

Validate Application:

Click on the VALIDATE APPLICATION button to check for any errors. If there are unfilled fields, invalid
entries, or attachment issues, they will appear on the Application Errors and Warnings Results screen.
Visit the section(s) of the application that has an error, press “edit” to complete or correct all required
entries. After saving the section, re-click on the VALIDATE APPLICATION button to get an updated
report. Please address each error and press VALIDATE APPLICATION until no errors are detected.

View Status History:

You can view your application status history, which lists any changes made to the status of your application,
including when you initiated and submitted your application. If you made any updates to the award type,
LRP subcategory, or your independent/mentored status, this information will showin your status history.

Update Submission Status:

Once you have completed all the forms, all the errors have been addressed, and the application has
passed the validations, you can then submit your application by clicking on the UPDATE SUBMISSION
STATUS action button. On the dialog window, choose Ready for Submission option from the drop-down
list. Any comments you wish to enter in the text box is only visible to you. After completing this step, you
will return to the Summary page of your application, and you will see the status show as Ready for
Submission. Clicking on the Submit Application button will result in changing the status to show as
Submitted. You will receive an email confirmation in your inbox.
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GLOSSARY

Term

Definition

ASSIST

NIH Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking — the
online portal used to submit your LRP application.

Commons or NIH

NIH’s eRA Commons — the online system used to manage grant and LRP

Commons applications and accounts.

CSR Center for Scientific Review — the NIH office responsible for assigning and
coordinating peer review of LRP applications.

Col Change of Institution — a post-submission update available through January 31 if
your employment changes after you submit.

DLR Division of Loan Repayment — the NIH office that administers the LRP.

eRA Electronic Research Administration — NIH’s system for processing grants and
other awards, including the LRP.

IBO Institutional Business Official — an authorized signatory at your organization who
certifies your salary, citizenship, and protected research time.

IC NIH Institute or Center — the individual components of NIH that fund research in
specific scientific areas.

LRP Loan Repayment Program — NIH’s program that repays educational debt for
researchers committing to NIH mission-relevant research.

ORCID iD A digital identifier for researchers, required as of September 2026 to complete
the NIH Common Form Biographical Sketch.

SciENcv Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae — an NIH tool for preparing biosketches

in the required Common Form format.
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