Sample R15 Biographical Sketch Personal Statement

These are example Biographical Sketch Personal Statement excerpts that address R15-specific instructions for the AREA and REAP R15 programs please visit the relevant R15 Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for details. In the rest of the Biographical Sketch, applicants should follow the Biographical Sketch instructions in the SF424 R&R Application Guide and the NOFO.

The AREA and REAP R15 samples below should be used in conjunction with the NIH non-fellowship Biographical Sketch Sample.  For more information on the biographical sketch document please visit the NIH Biographical Sketch webpage.

AREA R15 program:

A sample AREA R15 Personal Statement is below. 
Note: for research products referenced in the Personal Statement and/or the rest of the Biographical Sketch, PD(s)/PI(s) should indicate how undergraduate student researchers helped disseminate research results. For example, please indicate undergraduate student authors.


A. Personal Statement

AREA R15-specific information:

I have supervised ten undergraduate research students in the last 5 years, all of whom have completed their bachelor’s degrees, including three who have successfully gone on to obtain graduate degrees in the biomedical sciences. In addition, four undergraduate research students obtained positions in academic labs or in the biotechnology/pharmaceutical industry after graduation. Currently three undergraduates are part of my research group. Undergraduate students are active in all aspects of my research program. In the last five years, undergraduate researchers have presented four posters or talks at local and national meetings. I have published one peer-reviewed paper so far at University X with undergraduate student authors and two more are in preparation or submitted.  In addition, where indicated, students have contributed to the preliminary data supporting this application.

REAP R15 program:

A sample REAP R15 Personal Statement is below. 
Note: for research products referenced in the Personal Statement and/or the rest of the Biographical Sketch, the PD(s)/PI(s) should indicate which research products involved health professional, undergraduate and/or graduate students under their supervision.

A. Personal Statement

REAP R15-specific information:

I have supervised ten health professional and graduate student researchers in the past five years. The health professional student researchers have all completed their degrees, including three who are currently pursuing graduate degrees, one has successfully obtained a Ph.D., and three who are now practicing health professionals. The graduate students have all obtained their doctorates, one is now a postdoctoral researcher, one has an academic position, and one is a practicing health professional. My research group currently includes three health professional and two graduate student researchers. Students are very active in all aspects of my research program. In the last five years, students from my research group have presented twelve posters or talks at local and national meetings, I have published two peer-reviewed paper so far at University X with health professional and graduate student authors and two more are in preparation or submitted. In addition, where indicated, students have contributed to the preliminary data supporting this application.


